
As River View approaches its 130th year, I am called to visit the 

rich history within our beautiful cemetery, and the work that goes 

into maintaining such a beautiful Portland treasure.  This year has 

been particularly productive in the upkeep of the cemetery - a new 

slate roof has been completed at the mausoleum/office/chapel 

building and work continues on the flat portion of the roof that 

covers the indoor mausoleum.  In the coming year there are plans 

to update the Adams Chapel to restore it to its original design and 

beauty, along with additional improvements throughout the 

cemetery grounds. 
 

River View Cemetery Funeral Home continues to grow its 

business and with the help of the outstanding staff, has each year 

surpassed its service expectations, all while receiving great 

feedback from the families served.  If you have not had the 

opportunity to pre-plan your funeral arrangements, I invite you to 

contact the funeral home at 503.246.6488 to receive valuable 

information (with no obligation) to help make your own 

arrangements. 

Paving improvements on cemetery roads 

Fall ~ Winter, 2011 

 
Guardians of Your Community’s Heritage & History Since 1882 

New slate roof on the mausoleum and office building 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

The Cemetery Board of Trustees and Executive Director, David Noble, continue to closely follow the 

progress of the plans for the new Sellwood Bridge. Construction should start within the next year and 

will result in a new, relocated lower entrance to the cemetery.  Additionally, River View Cemetery 

continues to be a leader in the Natural Burial movement nationwide (see article on page three for more 

exciting information). 
 

Lastly, I would like to encourage the membership of River View Cemetery to learn about contributing to 

our “Foundation Fund” - established to assist in the ongoing effort for the beautification of our cemetery.  

For more information, please contact our office at 503.246.4251.  Thank you for your support of the 

River View Cemetery Association and River View Cemetery Funeral Home. 

 

~ John H. Herman, President 



 

Aurora Matilda “Lola” Greene Baldwin began her career as a 

teacher.  After her 1884 marriage, she volunteered as a social 

worker with troubled young women in several eastern cities. 

Her Traveler’s Aid Association protected young female 

visitors who attended the 1905 Lewis and Clark Exposition 

in Portland.  When the exposition closed, she continued 

providing policing services for young women through the 

YWCA, and later, through authorization from the Portland 

City Council (which stipulated that she and her assistants 

pass the police civil service exam). 
  
On April 1, 1908, Lola Baldwin was sworn in as the nation’s 

first policewoman and joined women in the fields of social 

work, public health and juvenile justice to exemplify the 

Progressive Era notion of the “City Mother.”  

  

An ardent suffragist, Baldwin advocated for pay equity and a 

living wage to keep young women workers from lives of 

prostitution or crime. 
  
After retiring from the Portland Police Department in 1922, 

she served several terms on the Oregon Parole Board and the 

National Board of Prisons and Prison Labor.  Baldwin 

remained a tireless lobbyist for policewomen’s issues, both 

locally and nationally, until her death in 1957. 
 

If you would like to visit her grave, Lola is interred at River 

View Cemetery in Section 04, Lot 569, Grave 4.  Maps are 

available at our office.  

Lola Greene Baldwin 

1860 ~ 1957 

Country’s First Sworn Policewoman 
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River View personnel are available to give a group 

presentation to your civic, service, religious, or social 

group - FREE.  We have various presentations from 

informing the public about River View and its history to 

answering your questions on the topic of pre-planning 

your funeral and cemetery arrangements.  Call 

503.246.4251 for more information. 

Although assisting families at the time of a death is a 

very important service, an even more important service 

we offer is advance planning.  Planning ahead before a 

death occurs can be one of the most responsible and 

caring things you can do to prevent emotional and 

financial stress for your family. 

 

If decisions are made ahead of time, you can prevent 

your family from having to make difficult and 

expensive decisions that need to be made on possibly 

the worst day of their life.  Advance-planning staff here 

at River View are available to assist you with your 

cemetery and funeral pre-arrangements.  If you would 

like a complimentary Pre-Planning Records Guide 

Book to assist you with compiling the information 

needed at the time of death, please give us a call at our 

office at 503.246.4251 to receive your copy. 

Lola Greene Baldwin 



In the Fall of 2009, River View Cemetery began 

offering a simpler, more environmentally-friendly 

burial option to our clients by allowing a person to 

be buried directly in the earth, in either a shroud, or 

biodegradable casket, without embalming and 

without the use of a concrete burial vault.  

Response from the public to this option, which we 

refer to as “Phase I” of the Natural Burial program, 

has greatly exceeded our expectations.  Not only 

have several dozen families chosen this option for a 

deceased family member, but many more have 

chosen to make advance arrangements for 

themselves, in order to insure that their funeral and 

burial rituals will mirror the environmental values 

they have upheld during their lifetime. 
 

Throughout 2011, River View has continued to 

promote and expand the Natural Burial program by 

focusing on Phase II, which is to plan and develop 

a separate section of the cemetery devoted 

exclusively to Natural Burial.  This summer, we 

held three separate “Community Sessions” where 

we invited the public to give input regarding what 

this new area should look like.  We are also 

assessing the best location within the cemetery for 

this new section, as well as developing the 

environmental standards that will ensure that the 

area will always be maintained using 

environmentally-friendly methods.  We still have 

much work to do, but hope to have the new section 

completed by Fall of 2012.  Your input is greatly 

appreciated, so please visit our website at 

www.riverviewcemetery.org/natural and share your 

thoughts.  You may also sign up there to receive 

periodic e-mail newsletters regarding the progress 

of our Natural Burial program.  

 

River View Cemetery 

Funeral Home 
 

 

 

In February, 2012, River View Cemetery will celebrate its eight 

year anniversary.  Since opening, the funeral home has grown a 

solid business built on providing quality, caring service at a 

reasonable price.  Many of our clients are now referrals from 

families previously served.  We are happy to announce that we 

have hired a new employee to support the growth and future 

business of the funeral home.  Gloria Post was welcomed to our 

staff in June as a Funeral Advance Planning Specialist.  Gloria’s 

main objective is to assist families with making their funeral pre-

arrangements, and by doing so, alleviate the burden upon 

surviving family members of having to make decisions during a 

difficult time.  Please contact Gloria at 503.246.6488 or email her 

at gloria@riverviewcemetery.org for no-obligation information. 

 

Board Member Resigns 
 

Boyd MacNaughton, a longtime member of the River View 

Cemetery Association Board of Trustees, has resigned after 16 

years of exemplary service.  We sincerely thank Mr. 

MacNaughton for his many years of support to River View and 

wish him well in all of his future endeavors.  

Mark your calendars... 
 

Please join us for our Easter Sunrise Service on April 8, 2012 at 6:30 a.m.  This very special 

outdoor service is held high atop the majestic west hills in River View Cemetery.  Join us for 

a brief service of music and an inspirational non-denominational message.  For more 

information call 503.246.4251.  Stay up-to-date on all of our events by logging onto our 

website at riverviewcemetery.org. 



 

Upcoming Events 
 

 

 

Holiday Memorial Service ~ Our holiday memorial service is dedicated to families who have encountered the loss of a loved 

one.  We invite all families to join us at this special service for a time of reflection and a special time to honor and cherish those 

they love.  We realize the holidays can be a difficult time; our goal is to give each visitor a special time and place where they 

can find comfort and support.  The service this year will be led by Pastor Tom Nolen and once again we will be joined by the 

Cleveland High School choral group, the “Clevelandettes”, for holiday carols.  Please join us on Saturday, December 10th at 

1:00 p.m. in Adams Chapel here at River View Cemetery. 

 

National Children’s Memorial Day Candlelighting ~ Each year, River View Cemetery joins sites all around the globe that 

participate in the National Children’s Memorial Day event.  Everyone, in every time zone around the world is invited to light a 

candle in honor of children who have died.  To commemorate this special day, we will have our service in Adams Chapel at 

River View Cemetery on Sunday, December 11th at 7:00 p.m.  If you have a picture of your child of any age that has passed 

and would like to share it with us for a slideshow presentation, please contact Jessica Repp at 503.246.4251.  If you have 

previously provided a picture, it will be in the presentation again this year and in years going forward.  

 

If you wish to be removed from our mailing list, please contact Jessica Repp at 503.246.4251.  If you wish to sign up for  

our e-mail list and receive the newsletter and event information electronically, please email jessica@riverviewcemetery.org. 
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